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 Rationale for action 

 To ensure that correct actions are taken to limit exposure of members of the 
public to the agent and to follow up those people who have been exposed. 

 

Initial Actions 

 Take information about the location (full address, nature of the activities carried 
out there), the approximate quantity of chemical, and its identity if known. 

 Identify the number of people who have been exposed to it, their present state of 
health, where they are at the moment, how to contact them, and any first-aid 
measures that have been required. 

 Note which other agencies are involved in the incident and take contact details 
for their lead officers. 

 Obtain confirmation that the area has been cordoned off to prevent more people 
being exposed. If it is indoors, confirm that any air-conditioning or ventilation has 
been turned off. 

  Discuss with Fire Service and local authority options for identifying the material/s 
if this is not already known.    

  Obtain relevant data sheet/s.  

 

Risk Assessment 

 What are the effects of the chemical on human health? What are the pathways 
by which people could be exposed (think air, water, food, skin contact)?  What 
measures may be needed to protect human health? 

 How many people have been exposed to the chemical?  How many are 
reporting symptoms?  What is the nature of the symptoms?  Have any casualties 
been taken to hospital? 

 Are there any particular sensitivities around the location that could increase 
political and/or media concerns? 

 

***Discussion Alert*** 
Discuss with CCDC. Consider the need for an IMT or for HPT representation at 
multi-agency meetings . Consider site visit if appropriate, safe and feasible. 

 

Communications 

 Inform CRCE (London) of incident.  Ask if there is any specific monitoring or 
laboratory investigation that would be helpful in managing the incident. 

 Inform comms team. 

 Consider information for hospitals and GPs. 

 Consider information for people who have been exposed to the chemical. 

 

Records 

 Record on HPZone as a Situation/Exposure. Use the location and the agent to 
create the situation name. 

 If entering it as an Enquiry (e.g. because we are being informed but do not have 
to act) use Broad Topic = Environmental Issue, and Specific Topic as relevant. 

 Ensure any electronic and/or paper records comply with records management 
protocol 

 

 

Follow up 

 Check on the state of health of people who have been exposed to the chemical. 

 Follow up the results of any analysis carried out 

 Advise on considerations for cleaning and re-opening the location if relevant. 

 Participate in any post-event debriefing. 

 

 

 

Anglia Health Protection Team 

Anglia and Essex Centre, PHE 

www.gov.uk/phe 

http://www.gov.uk/phe


 

Supporting Information 
 

 
 

PHE has a number of data sheets summarising the effects of a range of chemicals.  See 

https://www.gov.uk/health-protection/chemical-hazards 

 

If you are in any doubt about which ones are relevant to the situation at hand, discuss the options with the 

CRCE London office on 020 7811 7140 (out of hours 0344 892 0555). 

 

In addition, some checklists that used to be on the HPA website are currently available on: 

http://www.who.int/ipcs/emergencies/acute_chemical_incidents.pdf 

http://www.who.int/ipcs/emergencies/shelter_or_evacuation.pdf 
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